
Club, restaurant 
officially under 
new ownership 

The Heritage Golf Course, 
swimming pool and Mulligan’s 
restaurant – all part of the former 
Marion Country Club complex – 
has officially changed hands. The 
facility’s changeover, reported a 
few weeks ago in The Press, is 
complete. Janson James, a Marion 
native who now lives in Murray, is 
the new owner. The restaurant has 
temporarily closed during a brief 
transition phase. The club had 
since 2015 been owned by Cali-
fornian Eddie King, who grew up 
in Fredonia. King had rebranded 
the country club as The Heritage 
Golf Course. In order to plan for 
the future of the facility, James is 
conducting a community survey. 
To participate, scan the QR code 
above or go the following link  
https://forms.gle/HBjRSDP2QD4wZBij9. 
Names of everyone who completes 
the survey will go into a drawing 
for a $100 gift card to Mulligan’s. 
The restaurant is temporarily 
closed during the changeover. The 
golf course remains open. 

Brown gets life for muder 
A Marion man who pleaded 

guilty in September to killing a 
Livingston County woman in her 
home near Carrsville on March 27, 
2021, has been sentenced to life 
in prison without the possibility of 
parole for 25 years. Claude Brown, 
27, appeared Tuesday before Liv-
ingston Circuit Judge James Redd, 
who handed down the life sen-
tence for murder. Brown also 
pleaded guilty to felony first-de-
gree burglary. That sentence will 
run concurrently with the murder 
sentence. Brown was convicted of 
taking the life of 56-year-old 
Karla S. Haley. “It is a sad case. I 
am glad the victim’s family can at 
least put the court process behind 
them,” said Commonwealth Attor-
ney Carrie Ovey-Wiggins. Brown 
was working with others nearby 
when he walked into the victim’s 
home for a glass of water, he told 
investigators. He stabbed the 
woman to death with an ice pick. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Thursday, Nov. 14 - Critten-
den County Board of Education 
meets at 5:30 p.m., at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Monday, Nov. 18 - Fredonia 
City Council meets at 7 p.m. at 
city hall. 

•Tuesday, Nov. 19 - Marion 
Tourism and Recreation Commis-
sion meets at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Tuesday, Nov. 19 - Salem City 
Council meets at 5 p.m. at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Thursday, Nov. 21 - Critten-
den County Fiscal Court meets at 
8:30 a.m., at the county office 
complex. 
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Our deer to 
Souls ratio  

In Crittenden County, 
where the deer population 
is nearly outnumbered by 
hunters, the figures them-
selves tell a story as wild 
as the November wind. 
With a human population 
reported at approximately 
8,957, and an estimated 
8,683 deer 
roaming our 
222,720 Crit-
tenden County 
acres, it seems 
we have a 
nearly one-to-
one ratio of 
humans to 
whitetails. But 
how, you ask, 
did we arrive 
at this particular head 
count making up our bat-
talion of hunters? 

The answer lies in a little 
reverse engineering. Here’s 
the story: Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and 
Wildlife estimates an aver-
age of 25 deer per square 
mile – just over the num-
ber of awkward relatives at 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
Turning that statistic into 
something a bit easier to 
digest, we have roughly 
one whitetail for every 26 
acres in our fair county. 
So, give or take, Critten-
den County is home to a 
herd of about 8,683 Cervi-
dae within our border – 
that’s a scientific name for 
a hoofed ruminant ungu-
late, otherwise known as 
your garden variety deer. 

Back to the math, and 
here’s the juicy part, tally-
ing the hunters. Kentucky 
deer hunting success rate 
hovers somewhere around 
25% to 30%, according to 
wildlife specialists, mean-
ing only about a quarter to 
a third of hunters go home 
with fresh venison for the 
freezer. From my cipher-
ing, it turns out that to 
harvest the 2,668 deer 
bagged last season, we’d 
need somewhere around 
8,900 hunters. That’s 
right, through arithmetic, 
it’s conceivable to believe 
that an impressive  deer 
militia practically the size 
of our entire community it-
self, is roaming the woods 
in search of a prized buck. 
There is a caveat to the fig-
ures, however. Some 
hunters take two, or even 
more deer. That skews the 
math a bit and would 
make it difficult to write 
into my equation. Suffice it 
to say that at least a third 
of our county considers it-
self a deer hunter. That 
would mean we’d need 
5,000 more gunners to 
take the deer on the books 
for 2023, until you deduct 
for doubletakers. It’s 
merely a guess, but there 
might be an additional 
1,000 to 1,500 who show 
up once or twice a year 
like some folks do for 
church on Christmas and 
Easter.  

While Crittenden may 
not be the deer capital of 
the world, it certainly has 
a broad reputation for 
whitetail hunting, consis-
tently ranked among the 
highest harvest counties in 
the commonwealth. That’s 
how we can mathemati-
cally get to a number of 
hunters that is equal, if 
not greater, than half the 
county’s entire population. 
If there are nearly 9,000 
souls here, math tells us 
there almost has to be 
4,500 hunters afield in 
order to thin the herd as 
we do each fall. 

Hunters flock to this  
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About Town

BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Jimmy Riley reflects on his 
decision to move to this part 
of western Kentucky more 
than 20 years ago. Like many 
others in recent years, Riley 
was drawn by the availability 
of larger, affordable tracts of 
land suitable for recreational 
uses like hunting.  

Originally from Marshall 
County, Riley found it chal-
lenging to secure affordable 
land elsewhere, as high prices 
and limited availability made 
it difficult to acquire enough 
land for some “elbow room.”  

Choosing to buy in Critten-
den County allowed him to 
purchase enough property for 
recreation and still give him 
plenty of capital to build a 
home on it. 

Over the years, Riley has 
purchased three tracts total-
ing about 450 acres, starting 
25 years ago when land was 
available for around $500 per 
acre. 

Homes and land have both 
seen steady increases in value 
over the two decades, punctu-
ated by significant growth in 

the past five years.  
Rural homes in Crittenden 

County and surrounding 
areas have in some cases dou-
bled or tripled in maket value 
over the past 5-10 years, par-
ticularly during the recent pe-
riod of high inflation.  

Analysis of home sales data, 
gathered from records held by 
Crittenden County Property 
Valuation Administrator Todd 
Perryman’s office reveals that 
properties across the entire 
county saw sharp increases in 
sales prices, underscoring a 
trend driven by a number of 
factors, and undeterred by 
high intrest rates over the last 
couple of years. 

One notable example is a 
11⁄2-story home on 2.3 acres, 
which sold earlier this year for 
$140,000. This sale price rep-
resented a 75% jump from its 
2017 value of $80,000. Built 
in 1991, the 1,920-square-
foot property, featuring four 
bedrooms and two bath-
rooms, exemplifies the appre-
ciation trend seen across 
similarly sized homes and  
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CASES IN POINT 
  Following are documented 
home sales in Crittenden County 
using different frames of refer-
ence for periods, areas, types of 
homes and sizes. Information 
was gleaned from public records 
in Crittenden County PVA’s office.  
2018 to 2024 
A 1.5 story home on 2.3 acres 
in rural setting with square 
footage of 1,920 on main floor 
and 320 in the basement sold 
for $140,000 earlier this year, a 
75% increase from its previous 
sale in 2017 for $80,000. The 
home features 4 bedrooms, 1 
full and 1 half bath and was 
built in 1991. At the time of the 
most recent sale, the land was 
valued at $6,000. 
 
2012 to 2024 
A single-story ranch-style home 
on 10 acres in a rural setting 
around six miles from town with 
1,327 square feet on the main 
floor and a full base- 
 

See CASES/page 4 

Market value on rural homes, 
land show remarkable increase

VALUE CHECK

Minor disassembly of the courthouse has begun in downtown Marion. Last week, 
crews removed a conspicuous piece from the building. Soon a perimeter fence 
will go up and the entire building will be razed. The county name etched in stone 
will be repurposed elsewhere in the community, where is not certain yet.

Down 
in Town



Applications for the 
third class of Leadership 
West Kentucky are being 
accepted through Dec. 6.  

Crittenden County cit-
izens interested in grow-
ing leadership potential 
and joining an informed 
network of citizens are 
encouraged to attend.  

Representatives from 
counties within the West 
Kentucky Regional 
Chamber Alliance 
(WKRCA) will meet six 
times in various locations 
January through June 
and participate in tours, 
interactive exercises and 
class discussions 
throughout the multi-
county WKRCA area. 

The intent of Leader-
ship West Kentucky is to 
introduce participants to 

regional topics such as 
transportation, educa-
tion, economic devel-
opment, quality of life, 
advocacy, agriculture 
and tourisms.  

The outcome of the 
program is increased 
skills, knowledge and 
perspective from a re-

gional network.  
TVA is the presenting 

sponsor of the program, 
which will welcome 30 
people into its third class 
in January. 

Apply or learn more at 
wkrca.org.
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Brown 

Stephen Kent Brown, 
63, of Marion, died Wed-
nesday, Nov. 6, 2024 at 
Mercy Health Lourdes in 
Paducah. 

Stephen 
was a 
member of 
E m m a u s 
B a p t i s t 
Church. 

Surviving 
are a 
brother, Terry (Terri Sue) 
Brown of Franklin; a 
sister, Debbie (Doug) 
Johnson of Marion; a 
nephew, Jason Brown; a 
niece, Lisa Brown; sev-
eral great-nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Chester and Frances 
(Howard) Brown. 

Graveside services 
were Saturday, Nov. 9 at 
Tyners Chapel Cemetery 
with Terry Brown offici-
ating. 

 

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, Nov. 14 
• Virgil Jones VFW will meet at 6:30 p.m., at its build-
ing, located at 412 N. College St., in Marion. All vet-
erans are welcome to attend. 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.   
Monday, Nov. 18 
• A Wits Workout for adults begins at 1 p.m., at the Crit-
tenden County Public Library. 
Tuesday, Nov. 19 
• Hooks & Needles club meets at 1 p.m., at the Crit-
tenden County Extension Annex. 
• Crittenden County Elementary School SBDM will 
meet at 4 p.m., in the school library. 
Wednesday, Nov. 20 
• Walk in the Park begins at 3 p.m. 
• Crittenden County Middle school SBDM will meet at 
3:45 p.m., in the principal’s office.   
Thursday, Nov. 21 
• Crittenden County High school SBDM will meet at 
3:30 p.m., in the school library.  
• Crittenden County Public Library’s board of directors 
will meet at 5 p.m., in the meeting room. 
• Crittenden County Public Library’s Friends of the Li-
brary organization will meet at 6 p.m., in the library 
meeting room.  

Deaths

2

Leadership opportunity  

Regional insight focus of WKRCA class 

‘Meat’ Your Farmer 
An introduction of local producers who sell Crittenden County beef, pork, lamb and poul-
try was incorporated with a meat cutting demonstration by UK meat specialist Dr. Gregg 
Rentfrow Tuesday night at Marion & Company. The event, coordinated by West Ken-
tucky Grown and the Crittenden County Extension Service, was attended by more than 
two dozen, including members of the 4-H livestock club. Clockwise from top left, Rent-
frow demonstrates how to properly cut a whole beef ribeye into individual steaks and 
small cat steaks; Lizzy Roper serves samples of Crittenden County pork and beef 
burgers cooked on site. Conrad’s Market inside Marion & Co. sells locally-raised protein 
from six local producers.
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land in the county’s rural areas. 
Longer-term value growth is also 

evident in a single-story ranch home 
on 10 acres, located about six miles 
from town. Purchased for $159,900 
in 2012, it recently changed hands 
in 2024 for $255,000 — a 59% rise 
over 12 years. This 1,327-square-
foot residence, built in 1965, reflects 
how both newer and older properties 
have been swept up in this increase. 

Even shorter-term sales provide 
compelling evidence of rapid appre-
ciation, some of it linked to inflation-
ary factors. A 930-square-foot home 
on 13 acres in the county’s eastern 
region increased in value by 42% be-
tween 2020 and 2024, from its pre-
vious sale price to a current 
$250,000. Additionally, a 2,560-
square-foot manufactured home on 
11 acres in Crittenden County 
demonstrated a 71% price surge, 
selling for $132,500 in 2020 and 
reaching $227,000 earlier this year. 

Several other properties through-
out the region show similar value 
escalations, including a three-bed-
room, one-bath home built in 1943. 
Situated on five acres, this property 
saw a 56% value increase from 
$122,000 in 2016 to $190,000 in 
2023. Another residence in Marion 
nearly tripled its value, selling for 
$108,000 in 2024 after being pur-
chased for $36,500 in 2013. 

Overall, data indicate that rural 
homes and their corresponding land 
values in Crittenden and perhaps 
other surrounding counties have 
risen sharply, with inflation appear-
ing to play a significant role. While 
this trend has enriched some prop-
erty owners, it also suggests broader 
challenges for prospective buyers 
facing escalating prices in a seller’s 
market. 

For comparison with the rural 
property values in Crittenden 
County, there are similar trends 
across all of rural Kentucky, where 
recent market pressures have cre-
ated higher prices for buyers. 

For instance, home values in Todd 
County doubled from 2013 to 2022, 
with an especially rapid rise be-
tween 2020 and 2022. This reflects 
similar increases in property values 
seen in Crittenden County. Average 
home prices in Todd County climbed 
from $92,359 in 2013 to $188,847 
by 2022, based on information 
gleaned online. Eastern Kentucky 
has seen a more gradual increase in 
home prices alongside a shift from 

homeownership to renting. In Pike 
County between 2016 and 2022, av-
erage home values rose by 50%, 
from $46,401 to $69,620, mirroring 
patterns of modest appreciation 
seen in other Kentucky regions 
under rising interest rates. 

Across the state, property values 
in rural areas reflect broader trends 
in the Kentucky real estate market, 
according to Zillow. Data from Lex-
ington, for example, show annual 
property assessment increases of up 
to 10%, contributing to significant 
valuation gains over four years.  

Assessed value of all real estate in 
Crittenden County has risen 123% 
over the past 25 years, including a 
strong 6.8% increase between the 
summer of 2023 and 2024. A review 
of property valuation figures, based 
on records in the Crittenden County 
PVA office, indicates a marked in-
crease since 1998 when all real 
property was assessed at $189 mil-
lion. In 2024, the assessed value of 
real property in the county has 
swollen to $422.1 million. 

Real estate is land, homes, build-
ings, barns and other permanent 
improvements. The county PVA rou-
tinely evaluates and updates values 
based on a variety of factors, includ-
ing the price when a parcel sells on 
the open market. Assessed land val-
ues are typically lower than market 
prices as they are based partially on 
soil types and hypothetical produc-
tion values.  

 
Undeveloped land up, too 

The value of undeveloped land in 
Crittenden County has also seen 
significant growth since 1997, 
driven initially by an influx of prop-
erty investors moving away from 
sprawling metropolitan areas in the 
South. Today, this trend is bolstered 
by Baby Boomers from the North 
who are either returning to their 
roots or seeking affordable places to 
retire. This demand continues to re-
shape the local market as retirees 
and investors alike are drawn by 
Crittenden County's low property 
taxes and affordable cost of living. 

In addition to retirees, outdoor en-
thusiasts have fueled rising prices 
for raw land. Recreational interests 
remain strong, as Crittenden 
County offers desirable land for 
hunting and outdoor activities. 
These attractions make the county’s 
real estate market particularly ap-
pealing to both sportsmen and in-
vestment buyers. 

In the late 1990s, undeveloped 
land without crop potential in Crit-

tenden County was selling for ap-
proximately $600 per acre. However, 
in the early 2000s, when paper 
manufacturer Westvaco sold its 
local timberlands in large parcels, 
recreational buyers and speculators 
drove prices up to more than $1,000 
per acre. In 2008, Kimball Interna-
tional, a furniture manufacturer 
based in Jasper, Ind., sold nearly 
12,000 acres along the Tradewater 
River in Crittenden and Union coun-
ties to a timber investment organi-
zation partnered with the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. This 
transaction, which ultimately led to 
the creation of a Big Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area, was for around 
$1,900 per acre.  

By 2020, a portion of that former 
Westvaco land spanning over 600 
acres resold in Crittenden County 
for $1,386 per acre, more than dou-
bling in price in less than 20 years. 
Now, it’s worth strikingly more as il-
lustrated by a recent 300-acre cattle 
farm in Crittenden County that sold 
at public auction for approximately 
$4,200 per acre. Similar values have 
been observed in neighboring areas 
like Caldwell County near Fredonia, 
where prices have also surged. 

According to Bart Frazer, a sea-
soned Marion real estate attorney 
with deep knowledge of the area’s 
property market, local prices have 
been slower to adjust compared to 
surrounding counties, much like 
Jimmy Riley had explained. 

“Crittenden County is just now 
catching up with neighboring re-
gions. While it’s not quite Union 
County farmland, properties we’ve 
closed on in Livingston County have 
consistently commanded higher 
prices (than Crittenden),” Frazer ex-
plained. 

For prospective buyers, Frazer be-
lieves that Crittenden County real 
estate remains a strong investment.  

“It’s still appealing compared to 
across the Tradewater River in 
Union County’s fertile farmland. Al-
though the yields aren’t as high, 
most people buying Crittenden 
County land are interested in deer 
hunting and investment value,” he 
said. 

Frazer notes that cash deals have 
become more common, likely due to 
interest rates still hovering above 
eight percent.  

“Land is a good hedge against in-
flation,” he added, emphasizing the 
enduring appeal of land ownership 
as a long-term investment in Crit-
tenden County. 

 

n CASES IN POINT n 
 

Continued from page 1 
ment sold in 2012 $159,900. A dozen years later, it 
sold in 2024 for $255,000, a 59% increase. Featuring 
3 bedrooms and 1.5 bathrooms, the home was built in 
1965. Acreage is valued at $31,800. 
 
2020 to 2024 
On 13 acres in a rural setting, a 930-square-foot 
ranch-style home with a full basement in the rural east-
ern part of the county sold in 2024 for $250,000, which 
was 42% more than when it had soled four years ear-
lier. Built in 1980, the home has 2 bedrooms and 1 
bath. 
 
2020 to 2024 
A 2,560-square-foot 2006 manufactured home on 11 
acres in rural Crittenden County has sold three times 
over the past four years. The 11 acres it sits on is val-
ued at $34,000. It sold in 2020 for $132,500, again in 
2023 for $190,00 and most recently earlier this year 
for $227,000. That’s a 71% jump from 2020 to 2024. 
 
2016 to 2023 
Built in 1943, a home out in the county sitting on 5 
acres has sold twice in the past two decades. The 
frame home with 3 bedrooms and 1 bath has 1,356 
square feet on one floor. The acreage is valued today 
at $15,000. In 2016 it sold for $122,000. Last year, the 
price was $190,000, up 56%. 
 
2013 to 2024 
Over the past 11 years a vinyl-sided 960-square foot 
home in Marion appreciated by 195%, based on its 
sale price earlier this year. On a small lot, the 3 bed-
room, 1 bath home of 960 square feet sold in 2024 for 
$108,000. In 2013, the price was $36,500 when it last 
had changed hands. The home was constructed in 
1994. 
 
2018 to 2023 
A 2003 manufactured home in rural western Critten-
den County has sold three times over the past six 
years. With 1,680 square feet of living space, it sits on 
about 1.5 acres. The price tag for this home when it 
sold in last year was $100,000. It had sold in 2018 for 
$75,000 and in 2020 for $87,900. Over a half dozen 
years, it had appreciated in sales value by 33%. 
 
2017 to 2023 
Constructed in 1996, a 1,615-square-foot manufac-
tured home northeast of Marion on 8.6 acres saw its 
value increase 76% from $85,000 to $149,000 from 
separate transactions in 2017 and 2023. The acreage 
is valued at $22,500. 
 
2020 to 2022 
A vinyl-sided, 1.5-story home in the northwestern 
quadrant of the county with 3 bedrooms sold in 2022 
for $95,400. It’s on less than a half acre and was built 
in 1923. The home had sold in 2020 for $65,000. The 
increase over two years was 47%. 
 
2021 to 2022 
In just one year the value of a frame/brick home in 
rural Crittenden County, sitting on about 6.5 acres in-
creased by 27%. With 2,711 square feet, the 1.5-story 
home was built in 1972. The land is valued at $20,000. 
 
2021 to 2022 
In Marion, an older 1,209-square-foot, 1-story frame 
home on a small lot sold for $62,000 in 2021 and 
resold for 28% percent more in 2022 at $79,500. 
 
2017 to 2021 
In Greenwood Heights subdivision in Marion, the value 
of a home went up 37% between 2017 and 2021. 
When it was sold in 2017, the 1-story, brick veneer 
ranch-style house built in 1973 went for $85,900. It has 
3 bedrooms and 1 bath and includes 1,758 square feet 
of living space. In 2021, it resold for $118,000. 

Local experts say acreage, either accompanying a home or standing alone, has seen a big price jump lately, even 
property that is not suitable for farming.

Veterans 
Treated 

Members of the 
local 4-H organiza-
tion leadership 
teams served 
lunch to veterans 
on Veterans Day 
Monday. Pictured 
in top photo at right 
serving are (from 
left) Marlee Sosh, 
London McCord 
and Caroline Mar-
tin. Veteran Robert 
Deboe is in the 
service line. In the 
bottom photo are 
veterans (from left) 
Ronnie Riley, Paul 
Crowell and Bill 
Fuller. 

MATH 
Continued from page 1 

county in droves during 
rifle deer season, filling 
our restaurants and cre-
ating lines at the gas 
pump. On Friday night, I 
am told, there was at 
least a 30-minute wait at 
every eatery in Marion. 

We are fortunate that 
so many enjoy the sport 
of deer hunting. Our in-
surance carriers are too. 
I must confess, though, 
that I spend more time as 
an observer of whitetails 
than a shooter. Bird 
watching sounds like a 
dainty affair, but I guess 
what I do in the fall is a 
close cousin. 

My buddy Dwight 
Sherer and I were talking 
before the football game 

Friday night about how 
most of us evolve from 
shooting the first buck 
we see as a youngster to 
becoming a professed 
trophy hunter and in the 
end being a conserva-
tionist and mere wildlife 
observer. 

To me, it’s more fun 
than shooting them be-
cause when a deer is 
downed, you have a body 
on your hands. And some 
of you understand how 
labor intensive that can 
be, not to mention a 
whitetail buck smells like 
middle school boys’ 
locker room. 

I’m not much of a num-
bers guy, but what this 
all means for the deer 
population is that thank 
God someone likes doing 
it. As long as our hunters 

keep their sights on 
maintaining a balanced 
population of deer vs. 
humans, there’s a good 
chance we’ll be able to 
avoid a deer invasion on 
Main Street anytime 
soon. Although I have be-
fore seen a small herd 
hoofing it across the 
courthouse lawn. 

In the end, it all adds 
up – or at least, I am con-
fident enough to say it 
does, so long as you don’t 
double-check the math 
too closely! 

 
Chris Evans has been editor of 

The Press for over 30 years and is 
the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime 
along the Tennessee River. You 
can find it on Amazon or wherever 
books are sold. 

 



50 YEARS AGO 
November 14, 1974 
n After being without a resident state trooper for about 
four months, Crittenden County welcomed Ronald 
Kirk, a county native and a 1967 graduate of Critten-
den County High. Kirk had been a trooper since July 
1971. He came from a Ballard County assignment and 
had also served in Greenup County. 
n In a Veterans Day program at Marion Elementary, 
branches of military services were honored. Students 
also paid tribute to war heroes, known and unknown, 
living and dead, for the sacrifices they made in ensur-
ing our nation’s lasting freedom. The program titled 
“Let Freedom Ring” was directed by Imogene Win-
stead, school music supervisor. 
n Roger and Steve Tinsley, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Eu-
gene Tinsley, stayed busy after school raking leaves. 
By that afternoon the falling leaves had been replaced 
with falling sleet, and forecasts hinted that the sea-
son’s first snow was just around the corner. 
n Greg Morrill of the Crittenden County Rockets (24) 
appeared to be in a balancing act during action in the 
Three Rivers Conference basketball jamboree at Lyon 
County. Other players on the court were Steve 
Roberts (33), Clark Towery, David Perryman (42) and 
Keith Cosby (10). Providence beat Crittenden 44-13 in 
the special 12-minute quarter of play. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
November 18, 1999 
n Robert Cudnick and Gatton Gilkey raced around the 
Crittenden County High School gymnasium on roller 
skates during a special physical education class. The 
elementary school was one of several in the area par-
ticipating in a skating program offered by Skatetime 
School Programs. The Illinois-based company leased 
skates to the school for a two-week period to offer a 
unique physical fitness class designed to develop bal-
ance, coordination, motor skills and offer a cardiovas-
cular workout. 
n Crittenden County’s Relay for Life received national 
recognition for its fundraising event for the American 
Cancer Society. Vickie Tinsley and Glenn Conger dis-
played the reward banner earned at the District Relay 
Rally in Bowling Green. The local Relay earned sev-
eral state, district and national awards for its fundrais-
ing activities. 
n Crittenden County Middle School held its annual 
football awards banquet at the school. Coach Steve 
Carter presented several awards to players and staff 
members. Receiving awards were D.J. Medlin, Most 
Improved; Brent Thurman, B-Team MVP; Chad 
Copeland, Most Improved; Chris Findley, Sportsman-
ship Award; Cody Brandon, 110 Percent Award; De-
metric Moss, Team MVP and Offensive MVP; Jordan 
Roberts, Defensive MVP and Lineman Award; Tyler 
Guess, Sportmanship Award. The team had only lost 
one game that season. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
November 13, 2014 
n Wiliiam Clarke, World War II veteran, stood at atten-
tion after being pinned with the red French Knight of 
the Legion of Honor medal by Kentucky VFW. Senior 
Vice Commander Randal McComas during an annual 
Veterans Day ceremony at Rocket Arena. 
n Bristyn Prowell and Lacey Etheridge flew to New 
York City to visit Tyler Etheridge and dined at WD-50 
with Elizabeth Guess and Megan Heady. They took 
along a copy of The Crittenden Press. Megan, Eliza-
beth and Tyler all live in Brooklyn. The restaurant, 
where Tyler also works, is owned by top chef Wylie 
Dufresne, who also visited with them. 
n Crittenden County youth football players Case 
Gobin, Jack Reddick and Zach Counts were among 9-
year old boys who traveled to Owensboro as part of 
an all-star team based out of Princeton. The team won 
second place in the Kentucky Cup Tournament, beat-
ing Auburn Saints 39-0, Warren County Rebels 38-0 
and a tough Owensboro Predators team 20-19. The 
undefeated High View Mustangs beat the team from 
Caldwell County 26-6. The Tigers’ touchdown was the 
only one scored in three years against the Mustangs. 
Crittenden’s Zach Counts received Lineman of the 
Game for his outstanding efforts in the championship 
contest. 

Salem hosts hearing 
on trash Tuesday 

Salem is set to hold a public 
hearing on Nov. 19 to discuss 
the establishment of an exclu-
sive franchise for solid waste 
management services within the 
city limits. The hearing, sched-
uled for 4:45 p.m., at the Deer 
Lakes Meetkng Room, aims to 
gather feedback from citizens 
and other stakeholders. 

The proposed franchise would 
cover both commercial and resi-
dential waste management serv-
ices, addressing an area 
currently without such a service 
provider. The move is in compli-
ance with KRS 109.0417, which 
mandates public input on the 
matter. 

City officials encourage resi-
dents and business owners to 
attend and share their perspec-
tives on the potential franchise 
agreement. 

A shakeup in garbage collec-
tion in Crittenden County last 
year had some trickle down af-
fect on Salem. With a population 
of about 800, Salem has about 
475 utilities customers in the 
greater Salem area.  

Trash collection became a bit 
fragmented in 2023, Salem 
Mayor Gary Damron said last 
spring, particularly after GFL En-
vironmental pulled out when it 
lost the franchise contract last 
year in nearby Crittenden 
County. With a regional head-
quarters in Princeton, GFL can-
celled service to its Salem area 
customers because is was not 
logistically practical to keep 
them without having the con-
tract in Crittenden. 

Right now, Salem has a hand-
ful of independent and corpora-
tion providers, who each have 
small shares of the customer 
base. Livingston County does 
not provide an exclusive county-
wide franchise as does Critten-
den.  

 

Crider earns award 
during mock trial 

Crittenden County native and 
Western Kentucky University 
senior James Crider earned the 
Outstanding Attorney award fol-
lowing a mock 
trial competi-
tion last month. 

Crider’s team 
competes in a 
half dozen 
events each 
year using 500 
pages of facts, 
case law and 
witness testi-
monies during mock trials at 
universities across the United 
States. 

Based on judges’ scores, 
Crider earned top attorney hon-
ors during a competition at Ole 
Miss. 

“The case is the same at every 
event but there are several dif-
ferent combinations of witnesses 
and evidence, so we very rarely 
see the exact same case twice,” 
Crider explained. 

The facts for the events are 
provided by the American Mock 
Trial Association using slightly 
modified federal rules of evi-
dence to simulate actual court 
trials.  

“We compete in four rounds 
with two rounds each day over 
the weekend,” Crider explains. 
“Our rounds are usually three 
and a half hours long. We are 
judged by actual judges or at-
torneys with extensive experi-
ence litigating.”  

This is Crider’s third year 
competing on WKU’s mock trial 
team. He is captain of the team 
and was an all-region attorney 
at the conclusion of last year’s 
competition. 

Crider is a senior finance 
major and the son of Ken Crider 
and Becky Johnson of Marion. He 
plans to attend law school in 
2025. 

 

Livingston Bale Trail 
winners announced 

Livingston County Bale Trail 
winners were announced re-
cently on the trail’s social 
media platforms. Fan Favorite 
was Bluey’s “Adopt, Foster and 
Rescue” on Bizzell Bluff Road in 
Burna. It was created by Janet 
McGregor and family.  

On Palmer Road in Smithland 
was McCormick Mischief, which 

took first place in the Traditional 
Division and Fall Wagon in Grand 
Rivers was second.  

In Non-Traditional Division it 
was Bluey again in Burna. Cum-
berland Rivers Homes’ bale fea-
ture in Salem was second and 
Just Keep Swimming at Green 
Turtle Bay in Grand Rivers was 
third.  

 

Bridge replacement 
in Beulah finished, 
commuting improves 

Commuters between here and 
Madisonville will find their drive 
is a bit easier now that a bridge 
just west of Madisonville has 
been re-opened. 

Following a little more than 
five months of construction, the 
KY 70 (Beulah Road) bridge over 
Richland Creek in Hopkins 
County is now open to traffic. 

The $1.5 million state high-
way improvement project began 
on June 24 and was completed 
last week. The new structure re-
places a bridge that was con-
structed in 1965. 

The bridge carries around 
2,000 vehicles per day between 
Madisonville and the Beulah 
area.  

MCC breaks enrollment 
mark with fall registration 

Madisonville Community Col-
lege has announced an increase 
in student enrollment for the fall 
2024 semester, with a projected 
final count of 3,569 students. 
This represents a 1% increase 
over the previous fall term and 
marks the highest fall enroll-
ment at MCC since 2019, re-
flecting a steady return to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

Enrollment increases were 
notable among both degree-
seeking students and those en-
rolled in non-degree workforce 
training programs. Dual credit 
students, those in high school 
earning college credit, remained 
stable compared to recent terms 
as well. 

“We are so excited to share 
that enrollment is growing and 
back to pre-pandemic levels. 
Students in the region see the 
value of what we offer and ap-
preciate the depth and quality of 
our academic programs and 
support services,” said MCC 
President Cindy Kelley. “There 
has never been a better time to 
enroll at the college to pursue 
your passions and your career 
in-

ter-

ests. We are ready to get stu-
dents on track to great careers.” 

Applications are now open for 
the spring 2025 semester, with a 
variety of state and private 
scholarships available to help 
students fund their education. 

 

Fredonia hosting 
benefit 5K race 

Fredonia is inviting runners 
and walkers to lace up their 
sneakers and join the annual 
Turkey Trot, a 3.1-mile race 
through Fredonia aimed at sup-
porting a local cause. Hosted by 
Fredonia Valley Bank and Fredo-
nia First Baptist Church, the 
event will help fill Christmas 
Food Pantry boxes with essential 
holiday items for families in 
need. 

The Turkey Trot will kick off 
at 8 a.m., on Saturday, Nov. 23, 
at Fredonia First Baptist Church. 
Registration can be completed 
online or on the day of the race 
at 7:30 a.m. Entry fee is $20. 

Proceeds from the event will 
go toward providing food and 
holiday necessities to those in 
the community who might oth-
erwise go without. For more de-
tails or to volunteer, reach out to 
organizers Emmili Perkins at 
emmili.perkins13@gmail.com or 
Alaina Lamm at alamm@fredo-
niavalleybank.com. 

 

5K raises almost $2.3K 
Crittenden Community Hospi-

tal in cooperation with ABBA 
Promotions, Benton Ford, the 
health department, Farmers 
Bank, First United Bank, H&H 
Home & Hardware and The Peo-
ples Bank raised $2,289.00 for 
the veteran’s program Mission 
22 during its 5K run last week-
end. There were 46 runners.  

 
 

Ongoing traffic issues 
bear another mention  

A couple of ongoing traffic is-
sues continue to affect local 
motorists. Both have been re-
ported earlier in The Press, but 
bear repeating. 

Cave-in-Rock Ferry continues 
to run on abbreviated weekend 
hours. Saturday and Sunday 
hours are from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
while weekdays continue on a 
normal schedule from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m. This schedule will re-
main in place while the ferry op-
erator seeks to fill job vacancies 
on the ferry crew. 

KY 295 remains closed at 
Lyon County and Crittenden 
County line at the Livingston 
Creek Bridge due to structural 
issues. Signs and barricades are 
posted. Engineers anticipate on-
going environmental and design 
work will progress to allow plans 
for a new bridge to be ready for 
bidding in a few weeks. How-
ever, construction is not ex-
pected to be complete until next 
fall. 

 

Crittenden County’s 
taxes are now due 

Crittenden County tax bills 
were mailed a couple of weeks 
ago. They are payable at a two-
percent discount during Novem-
ber and face value throughout 
December. In January, there is a 
5% penalty. After Jan. 31, there 
is a 10% penalty and an addi-
tional add-on fee to the sheriff 
for late collection. If you have 
not received your tax bill, con-
tact the sheriff’s department. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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Crider

Listen to our morning 
podcast M-W-F on your 
drive to work. Stay in-
formed on local news & 
sports. Find it at The 
Press Online.

Dates: Things to Do 
•The Living Christmas Tree 

will have shows at Fohs Hall 
on Dec. 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15. 

•Salem’s Christmas Parade 
will be at 5 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 30. The theme will be 
Christmas Movies. Call 988-
2600 for more information. 

•Marion’s Christmas Parade 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 7. The nighttime pa-
rade’s theme will be White 
Nights and Magical Lights. 
Call 270-965-2239 for in-
formation or to register a 
float. 

•Fredonia Christmas Parade 
is a 6 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6. 

•Cumberland River Homes 
in Salem is having a “Christ-
mas Laugh Out Loud” cele-
bration and fundraising 
event on Dec. 13 at Salem 
Baptist Church, featuring 
some big-name entertainers. 

AROUND THE REGION
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At some point in the 
early months of 2020, I 
noticed an unprecedent-
ed use of the word “un-
precedented.” Since then, 
political rhetoric has fol-
lowed with a related set of 
equally dramatic vocabu-
lary. Included are phrases 
such as “threat to democ-
racy,” “most important,” 
and “never seen before.” 
Such vocabulary 昀ts the 
thinking and personali-
ty of our times. 
One of the joys I 
have in sharing 
thoughts here is 
searching his-
tory – religious 
and secular – 
for good words 
from people 
who have lived 
in equally “un-
precedented” 
times. These 
are reminders 
that “there is 
nothing new 
under the sun.”

History is 
not everyone’s 
interest. How-
ever, familiari-
ty with history 
adds humility and depth 
to the events that happen 
around us every day. We 
need not agree on the in-
terpretation of the consti-
tution of this nation, but 
useful discussion is not 
possible without reading 
it 昀rst. The same is true of 
the Bill of Rights and the 
subsequent amendments. 
It is the Constitution of 
the United States that 
holds our nation togeth-
er. It is the Bill of Rights 
that promotes the ideals 
by which we strive to live. 
It is the interpretation and 

execution of those ideals 
that we continually fuss 
over.

It has been a violent 
journey from the writing 
of that document until to-
day. There have only been 
about four years of “civil 
war” but that is not the 
only violence done within 
our borders of one citizen 
on another. The progress 
we have made and contin-
ue to make has come at a 

high price. We 
do well in re-
membering.

It has also 
been a violent 
world in which 
the United 
States has ris-
en to its cur-
rent economic 
and military 
status. This, 
too, has come 
at a high price. 
It is remarkable 
that I, enter-
ing my seventh 
decade, have 
never been 
threatened by 
the violence of 
war. I can say 

this because there have 
been others who have 
stepped into that breach 
and answered the call to 
“support and defend the 
Constitution of the Unit-
ed States against all ene-
mies, foreign and domes-
tic.”

Our nation owes a debt 
of gratitude to those who 
have, for whatever reason, 
served in the military. 
As a Christian, it would 
be my preference if such 
were not necessary in our 
world, but it is. I do look 
forward to the time when 

it will not be, but in the 
meantime we all owe a 
debt of gratitude to those 
who served.

In the 1920 election 
year the United States 
was emerging from a 
World War, a pandemic, 
an in昀ation shock (14.7% 
昀ve-year average in 1920), 
and change of party in the 
White House. In July of 
that year Calvin Cooledge 
gave a speech accepting 
the Republican nomina-
tion to run as vice-pres-
ident on the ticket with 
Warren Harding. On 
Nov. 11, 1991, President 
George Bush quoted from 
this speech in his com-
ments from the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 

Here is part of Coolidge’s 
speech that is 昀tting for 
us today as we honor our 
veterans. 

“Whenever in the future 
this nation undertakes to 
assess its strength and re-
sources, the largest item 
will be the roll of those 
who served her in every 
patriotic capacity in the 
world war. There are those 
who bore the civil tasks of 
that great undertaking, 
often at heavy sacri昀ces, 
always with the disinter-
ested desire to serve their 
country. There are those 
who wore the uniform. 
The presence of the living, 
the example of the dead, 
will ever be a standing 
guarantee of the stability 
of our republic. From their 
rugged virtue springs a 
never-ending obligation to 
hold unimpaired the prin-
ciples established by their 
victory. Honor is theirs 
forevermore.

Duty compels that those 

promises, so freely made, 
that out of their sacri昀ces 
they should have a larger 
life, be speedily redeemed. 
Care of dependents, relief 
from distress, restoration 
from in昀rmity, provision 
for education, honorable 
preferment in the public 
service, a helping hand 
everywhere, are theirs not 
as a favor but by right. 
They have conquered the 
claim to suitable recog-
nition in all things. The 
nation which forgets its 
defenders will be itself for-
gotten.

Our country has a 
heart as well as a head. 
It is social as well as in-
dividual. It has a broad 
and extending sympathy. 
It looks with the deepest 
concern to the welfare of 
those whom adversity still 
holds at the gateways of 
the all-inclusive Amer-
ican opportunity. Con-
scious that our resourc-
es have now reached a 
point where there is an 
abundance for all, we are 
determined that no im-
position shall hereafter 
restrain the worthy from 
their heritage.” (July 27, 
1920: Northampton, MA). 
(https://www.presidency.
ucsb.edu)

Living into our best 
words will always be a 
high calling and a dif昀cult 
challenge. May God help 
us to do so. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

We owe gratitude to veterans
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Bless-
ing Box located next to the church at 117 
Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone is wel-
come to take items or place them in the box 
for others to enjoy.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is 
open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesday and Saturday 
at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist 
Church in Fredonia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The Clothes Clos-
et is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each 
Thursday. The Clothes Closet will be closed 

in case of severe weather.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s 

clothes closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers 
food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its out-
door Blessing Box in front of the church.     

Religious Outreach

Mary realized the deity of Jesus
Question:  When Jesus 

was young, could Mary see 
He was different  from her 
other children?

Answer: As a virgin, the 
angel Gabriel announced to 
Mary, she would have a son. 
(Lk. 1:30, 31). She knew he 
would be special because as 
a virgin she could not have a 
child unless God gave Him to 
her. 

The shepherds, His 昀rst 
visitors in Bethlehem, saw 
Mary and Joseph and the 
baby. Upon seeing the child, 
they glori昀ed and praised 
God. The Bible says, “Mary 
treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her 
heart (Lk. 2:19). 

At age 12, Jesus stayed 
behind in the temple at Jeru-
salem. His parents anxiously 
searched for Him. “Why are 
you searching for me? he 
asked. Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Father’s house” 
(Lk. 2:49). His question, no 

doubt, helped Mary to realize 
Jesus was no ordinary son.

At the wedding in Cana, 
the wine ran out. Mary said 
to Jesus, “They have no 
more wine.”  She instructed 
the servants, “Do whatever 
he tells you” (Jn. 2:3, 5). She 
knew he could do some-
thing to meet the need. He 
changed water into wine.

Yes, the Virgin Mary knew 
early on her son was unique. 
by observing His actions and 
listening to His words as he 
grew and developed in her 
home, she realized Jesus 
was deity. She saw the glo-
ry of the One and Only, (the 
Son Of God), who came from 
the Father (Jn. 1:14).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



County begins at Cross Keys

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The history of the be-
ginning of Crittenden 
County has been written 
many times, but with 
all the changes that are 
happening, including 
the new location for the 
county of昀ces and a new 
judicial building replacing 
our present courthouse,  
I thought you might 昀nd 
it interesting to go back a 
little further and see the 
reason for the new county 
and why Marion was cho-
sen as the county seat.  
Much of this priceless in-
formation is taken from 
the works and research 
of Braxton McDonald and 
Robert M. “Bob” Wheeler.  
Through their eyes and 
their research you can get 
a real feeling for the be-
ginning of our county and 
town.

–––
The Beginning

In 1839, James Watts 
was elected to the Ken-
tucky Legislature as rep-
resentative from Living-
ston.   He was already in 
favor of forming the new 
county, as the people that 
lived in the northeast-
ern section of Livingston 
County were at a disad-
vantage.   

 James Watts was 
followed by Dr. John S. 
Gilliam in 1841-1842. 
Through the efforts of 
Watts and Gilliam, an act 
creating a county named 
in honor of Governor John 
J. Crittenden was passed. 
But before this historical 
event, 昀rst came the sto-
ry of the needed separa-
tion for the new 
county.

–––
The 昀rst part 

of the history 
of Crittenden 
County is con-
cerned with the 
establishment 
of our county 
from the north-
eastern section 
of Livingston 
County in Janu-
ary 1842. There 
was quite a bit 
of controversy in 
the late 1830s 
over the sub-
ject of division 
of Livingston 
County.  The 
people who lived in the 
northeastern section were 
almost unanimously in 
favor of the forming of  
new county. 

The people living in the 
southwest section were 
opposed to the separa-
tion. Once a vast territo-
ry, Livingston County had 
dwindled down to a quar-
ter its original size in the 
space of a little over 30 
years, and therefore the 
economy of the county 
could ill afford the loss of 
this mineral-rich land at 
this time.

 It is not known 
for sure when Dr. Gilliam 
purchased the 400-acre 
tract from Robert Wood-
side, (which included 
the junction of the only 
two thoroughfares in 
northeastern Livingston 
County), that he already 
had the intention of this 
becoming the site of the 
Seat of Justice of the new 
county that would soon 
be formed out of the sec-
ond division of old Living-
ston County. However, 
it does seem quite likely 
that Dr. Gilliam did have 
such an intent and knew 
that this gently-rolling 
plateau, cradled on the 
east and south by tim-
bered ridges and on the 
west and north by the 
swift-昀owing head water 
of Crooked Creek, was the 
answer to the needs of the 
great majority of people of 
northeastern Livingston 
County and would make 
this site the most suited 
for the erection of a new 
county seat.

–––
Reason for Division
Salem, then the county 

seat, might as well have 
been on the far side of 
the moon, for no direct 
road from that section of 
the county to the Seat of 
Justice, the depository 
of county tax and land 
title records, was avail-
able. Horseback journeys 
usually took two days to 
complete. (The Moore Hill 
route didn’t come avail-
able until some half-cen-
tury later). 

The one and only ad-
ministrative outpost of 
Livingston County was 
at Cross Keys, thus the 

primary reason behind 
the call for the division of 
Livingston County in the 
early 1840s, was the dif昀-
culty in getting to the Seat 

of Justice.  
It would ap-

pear likely that 
the far-sighted 
John S. Gil-
liam, the “Fa-
ther of Marion,” 
had plans in 
mind. James 
Watts, who was 
already in favor 
of the forma-
tion of the new 
county, had 
just been elect-
ed Livingston 
County’s repre-
sentative to the 
Kentucky Leg-
islature, and 
the immediate 
need of the sure 

availability of the site for 
the new county’s seat of 
justice had become quite 
apparent.

Robert Woodside and 
Ann Woodside, his wife, 
then living in Perry Coun-
ty, Ill., on March 24, 
1840, in consideration 
of $2,000 conveyed two 
tracts of land of 200 acres 
each (400 acres total) of 
Livingston County, and 
Crooked Creek watershed 
situation to John S. Gil-
liam. 

–––
Dr. Gilliam builds 昀rst 

building
Within a few months 

after the deed was made, 
Gilliam built a double log 
cabin, a single building 
consisting of two square 
log cabins separated by 
some 10 or more feet, 
but with a common and 
continuous 昀oor and 
roof with a lean-to add-
ed to the rear to serve as 
a kitchen. This log cabin 
was located across Main 
Street from the front of 
the present courthouse.  
This building was the 

昀rst, and for the 昀rst and 
second generations, one 
of the principle buildings 
in downtown Marion serv-
ing at various times as a 
dwelling, doctor’s of昀ce, 
tavern and hotel until its 
destruction by 昀re about 
1885.  

At the Livingston Coun-
ty elections of May 1841, 
Dr. Gilliam was over-
whelmingly elected to 
succeed James Watts in 
the Kentucky Legislature, 
and he immediately start-
ed composition of an act 
of that body in its fall ses-
sion of 1841.  

The act creating the 
new county of Crittenden, 
in honor of the Governor 
of Kentucky at the time 
of its creation from the 
northwestern portion of 
Livingston County, was 
passed in January of the 
next year and was signed 
into law by Governor John 
J. Crittenden on January 
26, 1842.

–––
The establishing of 

Crittenden County
The act establishing 

Crittenden County quite 
obviously was completed 
with the clear formulation 
of the plan to establish 
the new county’s seat of 
justice at its only really 
acceptable site – the pres-
ent location of the city of 
Marion.

The act directed that the 
昀rst county and circuit 
courts were to be held at 
the home of Samuel Ash-
ley, which was the former 
tavern and voting place of 
Cross Keys, at about the 
territorial center of the 
newly formed Crittenden 
County. This site was ei-
ther at or very near the 
site of the late Fred Gil-
bert’s residence. This site 
now is marked by a his-
torical marker made pos-
sible by descendant Barry 
Gilbert. The location was 
only 1.5 miles north of the 

Salem-Bellville crossing 
on the Fords Ferry Road. 

The act also named a 
Selection Commission 
and gave them power to 
receive donations of land 
for the erection of the 
planned public buildings 
of the county, and thus 
the stage was set for Dr. 
Gilliam’s 昀nal step in the 
formulation of Marion. 

The Selection Commis-
sion met at the home of 
James Cruce (this home 
was located just a short 
distance south of the 
Crayne community) on 
the 昀rst Monday in April 
1842 and one of the 昀rst 
matters brought before 
them was Dr. Gilliam’s of-
fer of the donation of the 
cross roads site. (West 
Bellville, Main Street, 
Fords Ferry Road and 
very near his log cabin 
structure).  

The commission was 
made up of Thomas J. Fla-
nary, Frederick D. Word, 
Robert N. Lewis, Robert 
T. Leeper and James Gol-
son.  After three sessions, 
they recommended to the 
court that Dr. Gilliam’s 
offer of 昀ve acres of land 
be accepted, and on April 
12, 1842, the following 
deed was recorded:  John 
S. Gilliam & Nancy, his 
wife, for and in consider-
ation of $1 and donating 
to the county of Critten-
den certain lands for the 
erection of public build-
ings for said county as 
provided for by an act of 
the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, have this day, 
with the advice and con-
sent of the commissioners 
appointed by said act to 
locate said county seat, 
conveyed to the Justices 
of the County Court and 
their successors in of昀ce 
forever, for public use, all 
that certain piece or par-
cel of land situated, lying 
and being in the county 
aforesaid at the crossing 
of the Belleville and Main 
Road to Fords Ferry Road.  
One square being on the 
southwest corner of said 
crossroads being laid off 
by said commissioners 
for a public square.  Thus 
began the construction of 
the new county’s Seat of 
Justice.

(Dr. John S. Gilliam, 
the father of Marion, and 
his wife, Nancy S. Gilliam, 
at one time had stones 
in the Old Marion Ceme-
tery. Both of their stones 
are now on the list of the 
stones that are missing or 
destroyed.)

–––
The act of the legislature 

incorporating the town of 
Marion was passed and 
signed by the governor on 
Feb.22, 1844.  The town 
was named after Gen. 
Francis Marion of the 
Revolution. John S. Gil-
liam, Harmon Hubands 
and James Duvall were 
appointed to lay the town 
off, which they did.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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The 昀rst county and circuit court meeting of the new 
county was to be held in the geographical center of the 
county, which in 1842 was Samuel Ashley’s home, known 
as Cross Keys Inn. This home was located on the farm of 
Patty Gilbert and the late Barry Gilbert on Crooked Creek 
Church Road. The Gilberts, with the help of Henry and 
Henry Monuments, had this marker made to note this his-
torical location and to preserve the history. This import-
ant piece of Crittenden County history can be seen from 
the Crooked Creek Church Road.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
St. William annual fall yard 
sale, 12:30-4 p.m., Thurs-
day, Nov. 14; 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., Friday, Nov. 15 and 9 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 16 in the Parish Hall. 
(1t-46-c)

wanted
Used TV antenna tower. 
(270) 704-5047. (1t-46-c)
ks

auto
2017 Toyota Yaris, 4 door, 
30,000 miles, $8,800. 
(270) 988-3202. (2t-47-p)

employment
Employment Opportuni-
ty - Maintenance Labor-
er: The City of Marion 
has a full-time permanent 
position available in the 
Maintenance Department.  
Minimum quali昀cations 
include graduation from 
high school or equivalent; 
some experience with utili-
ty equipment and services 
is desirable, but not man-
datory.  The successful 
applicant will work under 
the general direction of 
the Maintenance Supervi-
sor.  All resumes must be 
accompanied by a City of 
Marion application.  Upon 
completion of a probation-
ary period, employee ben-
e昀ts include; 100% of em-
ployee health insurance 
premiums, Kentucky State 
Retirement, and vacation 
and holiday pay.  This po-
sition will be open until 
昀lled.  The City of Marion 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Certi昀ed 
Drug-Free Workplace.  
(2t-46-c)
Hiring seasonal help for 
deer season, potential to 
make $30 per hour plus 
incentives. Call (270) 988-
3442 for more information. 
(2t-46-p)

services
Need dirt work done or 
have timber that needs 
cut? We do it all! Give us 
a call for ponds, dirt work, 
food plots and cut timber. 

Reasonable rates. (270) 
213-1968. (4t-49-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-4-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notices
COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY CRITTEN-
DEN CIRCUIT COURT 
CIVIL ACTION 24-CI-

00003 
EVELYN HAYES, EXECU-
TRIX on behalf of ESTATE 
OF JUDITH NEWCOM 
and JERRI ANN DUNCAN 
VENABLE and her hus-
band, CODY VENABLE, 
PLAINTIFFS vs. SYD-
NEY SWIFT; KARLYNN 
NICOLE MCCANDLESS; 
ALEXANDRA HOPE MC-
CANDLESS; JAKE ALLEN 
MCCANDLESS; KEN-
NETH MCCANDLESS aka 
KENNETH STEWART; 
JERRY MCCANDLESS; 
MELINDA MCCAND-
LESS; KEVIN NEWCOM; 
SCOTT MCCANDLESS; 
ELLI MAY MCCAND-
LESS, minor; HARPER 
MCCANDLESS, minor; 
MRC RECEIVABLES 
CORP.; LVNV FUNDING, 
LLC. NOTICE OF SALE. 
By virtue of a Judgment 
and Order of Sale ren-
dered by the Crittenden 
Circuit Court on the 18TH 
DAY OF OCTOBER, 2024, 
I will on THURSDAY, NO-
VEMBER 21, 2024, at the 
hour of 11:00 A.M. or as 
soon thereafter as possi-
ble at the Crittenden Coun-
ty Of昀ce Complex, 200 
Industrial Drive, Marion, 
Crittenden County, Ken-
tucky, 42064, proceed to 
offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the follow-
ing described real prop-
erty located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit: 
Property Address: Farm 
Tract – Tract 2 in Deed 
Book 167, Page 261 Map 
No. 067-00-00-002.04. 
The current year’s proper-
ty taxes will be paid by the 
purchaser of the property. 
Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be 
sold upon payment of 10% 
deposit, with the balance 
upon credit of 30 days, 
the purchaser shall exe-
cute a good and suf昀cient 
bond with approved surety 
thereon for the purchase 
price, the bond to bear 
interest at the rate of 6% 
per annum from the date 
thereof, until paid, and to 
have the force and effect of 
a judgment, but a lien shall 
be retained on said prop-
erty to further secure the 
payment of the purchase 
price. At his option, the 
purchaser may pay cash or 
pay the bond with accrued 
interest at any time before 
its maturity. Said sale to 
be made free and clear of 
any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title, and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms 
or the said property will im-

mediately be offered again 
for sale. GIVEN under my 
hand this the 22nd day of 
October, 2024. STEPHEN 
M. ARNETT, Special Mas-
ter Commissioner (3t-47-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY CRITTEN-
DEN CIRCUIT COURT 
CIVIL ACTION 23-CI-

00085 CROSSCOUNTRY 
MORTGAGE, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF vs. 

CHARLES THOMAS 
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS 
ADMINISTRATOR OF 

THE ESTATE OF RAYNA 
LYNN GRIMALDI;

UNKNOWN HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND LEGATEES 
OF RAYNA GRIMALDI;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 

OF CHARLES THOMAS; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

RAYNA GRIMALDI;
UNKNOWN SPOUSES 
OF UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES AND LEG-
ATEES OF RAYNA 
GRIMALDI, DEFEN-
DANTS NOTICE OF 
SALE By virtue of a Judg-
ment and Order of Sale 
rendered by the Crittenden 
Circuit Court on the 2ND 
DAY OF AUGUST, 2024, 
I will on THURSDAY, NO-
VEMBER 21ST, 2024, 
at the hour of 11:00 a.m. 
or as soon thereafter as 
possible at the Crittenden 
County Of昀ce Complex, 
200 Industrial Drive, Mar-
ion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, 42064 proceed 
to offer for sale to the high-
est and best bidder the 
following described real 
property located in Crit-
tenden County, Kentucky, 
to-wit: Property Address: 
511 East Bellville Street, 
Marion, Kentucky 42064 
Parcel ID: 070-40-06-
018.00 The current year’s 
property taxes will be paid 
by the purchaser of the 
property. Purchaser may 
pay cash or said property 
will be sold upon payment 
of 10% deposit, with the 
balance upon credit of 30 
days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and suf昀-
cient bond with approved 
surety thereon for the pur-
chase price, the bond to 
bear interest at the rate 
of 5.12500% per annum 
from the date thereof, until 
paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, 
but a lien shall be retained 
on said property to fur-
ther secure the payment 
of the purchase price. At 
his option, the purchaser 
may pay cash or pay the 
bond with accrued inter-
est at any time before its 
maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of 
any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title, and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms 
or the said property will im-
mediately be offered again 
for sale. GIVEN under my 
hand this the 22nd day of 
October, 2024. STEPHEN 
M. ARNETT, Special Mas-
ter Commissioner (3t-47-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY CRITTEN-
DEN CIRCUIT COURT 
CIVIL ACTION 24-CI-

00003 EVELYN HAYES, 
EXECUTRIX on behalf 
of ESTATE OF JUDITH 
NEWCOM and JERRI 

ANN DUNCAN VENABLE 
and her husband, CODY 
VENABLE, PLAINTIFFS 

vs. SYDNEY SWIFT; 
KARLYNN NICOLE 

MCCANDLESS; ALEX-
ANDRA HOPE MCCAND-
LESS; JAKE ALLEN MC-
CANDLESS; KENNETH 

MCCANDLESS aka 
KENNETH STEWART; 

JERRY MCCANDLESS; 
MELINDA MCCAND-

LESS; KEVIN NEWCOM; 
SCOTT MCCANDLESS; 

ELLI MAY MCCAND-
LESS, minor; HARPER 
MCCANDLESS, minor; 
MRC RECEIVABLES 

CORP.; LVNV FUNDING, 
LLC, DEFENDANTS. 

NOTICE OF SALE. By 
virtue of a Judgment and 
Order of Sale rendered 
by the Crittenden Circuit 
Court on the 18TH DAY 
OF OCTOBER, 2024, 
I will on THURSDAY, 

NOVEMBER 21, 2024, 
at the hour of 11:00 A.M. 
or as soon thereafter as 

possible at the Crittenden 
County Of昀ce Complex, 

200 Industrial Drive, Mar-
ion, Crittenden County, 

Kentucky, 42064, proceed 
to offer for sale to the 

highest and best bidder 
the following described 
real property located 
in Crittenden County, 

Kentucky, to-wit: Property 
Address: 3157 SR 654 

North, Marion, Kentucky 
42064 Map No. 067-00-

00-002. The current year’s 
property taxes will be paid 

by the purchaser of the 
property. Purchaser may 
pay cash or said property 
will be sold upon payment 
of 10% deposit, with the 

balance upon credit of 30 
days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and suf昀-
cient bond with approved 

surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond 
to bear interest at the rate 
of 6% per annum from the 

date thereof, until paid, 
and to have the force and 
effect of a judgment, but 

a lien shall be retained on 
said property to further 
secure the payment of 
the purchase price. At 

his option, the purchaser 
may pay cash or pay the 

bond with accrued interest 
at any time before its 

maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of 

any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title, and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms 
or the said property will 
immediately be offered 

again for sale. GIVEN un-
der my hand this the 22nd 

day of October, 2024. 
STEPHEN M. ARNETT, 
Special Master Commis-

sioner (2t-47-c)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT CASE
NO. 23-CI-00097

MID SOUTH CAPITAL
PARTNERS, LP PLAIN-

TIFF/
COUNTER-DEFENDANT
vs. THE PEOPLES BANK,

MARION, KENTUCKY
vs. LARRY SIMPKINS
COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY
COUNTY OF

CRITTENDEN
ADS TAX LIEN
COMPANY, LLC
GREEN TREE

FINANCIAL SERVICING
CORPORATION, et al  

DEFENDANT
CROSS-DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment 
and Order of Sale and to 
satisfy the judgment of the 
Plaintiff in the above styled 
action, the Commission-

er will offer for sale on or 
about the hour of 10:00 
a.m., Monday November 
25, 2024, at public auction 
to the highest bidder at the 
Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex at 200 Industri-
al Drive (the Crittenden 
County Courthouse being 
under demolition), Marion, 
Kentucky, the following de-
scribed property:
Property Address:  802 
North Weldon Street, Mari-
on KY 42064
MAP ID:  057-50-03-
003.00
A certain lot or parcel of 
land lying and being in Crit-
tenden County, Kentucky 
and described as follows:  
BEGINNING at an iron pin 
on the East side of North 
Weldon Street and being 
15 feet from the center of 
same, and in Steward’s 
driveway; thence North 51 
½ East 145 feet to a stake, 
corner to Sherer; thence 
with his line South 32 East 
115 feet to a stake, a new 
division corner; thence a 
new division line and split-
ting lot 2 as shown on the 
plat attached to a Deed, 
145 feet to an iron pin on 
the East side of North Wel-
don Street; thence with 
the East side of the street 
North 32 West 90 feet to 
the point of beginning.
Being the same property 
conveyed to Larry Simp-
kins and Linda Simpkins 
from Franklin Hazzard and 
Dee Hazzard, by Deed 
dated October 25, 1982, 
recorded in Deed Book 
139, at Page 552.  Linda 
Simpkins Penn conveyed 
all her interest to Larry 
Simpkins by Quitclaim 
Deed dated July 15, 1992, 
recorded in Deed Book 
163, Page 271, and Of昀ce 
of the Crittenden County 
Clerk.
THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURA-
CY OF THE SAME NOR 
ANY EXISTING EASE-
MENTS
Terms:  The following 
terms are in effect un-
less otherwise mentioned 
above:
At the time of sale, the 
successful bidder shall ei-
ther pay full cash or make 
a deposit of ten percent 

(10%) of the purchase 
price with the balance on 
credit for thirty (30) days.  
If the purchase price is not 
paid in full, the success-
ful bidder shall execute a 
bond at the time of sale 
with suf昀cient surety to se-
cure the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price.  The 
bond shall bear interest at 
the rate of 6% per annum 
from the date of sale until 
paid.  In the event the suc-
cessful bidder is one of the 
parties, they shall be al-
lowed a credit against the 
purchase price of their pro 
rata interest and pay over 
to the Master Commis-
sioner the balance and any 
costs of sale apportioned 
to their interest in the prop-
erty.  To the extent appli-
cable, the property will be 
sold subject to the statu-
tory right of redemption.  
The purchaser shall be 
responsible for ad valor-
em taxes for the year 2024 
and subsequent years.  No 
written bids are allowed 
and any announcements 
made at the sale take 
precedence over printed 
matter contained herein.  
The Master Commissioner 
does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the  
Judgment and Order of 
Sale.  The successful bid-
der has 10 days after the 
sale to examine title and 
昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 29th day of 
October, 2024.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSION-
ER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 
42064
270-965-2222 (1t-46-c)
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



 Following are 
names of students 
on the All-A and All 
A and B honor rolls 
at Crittenden 
County Elementary 
School for the first 
nine weeks. 
 

2nd Grade  
Class: Bloodworth 
All A's 
Rhett Mathews 
All A's and B's 
Zayden Todd 
Rion Bingham 
Zander McFarland 
Zaylie Tinsley 
Class: Board 
All A's:  
Easton Burton 
Rylee Fraliex 
Caleigh Maddux 
Ruth Martinez 
Charlotte Vince 
Jentry Wright 
All A's and B's 
Beckett Bebout 
Brayton Brown 
Elora Byers 
Breckin Gardner 
Jason Greenwell 
Brighton Guess 
Haven Henager 
Allie Brooke Kirk 
Maci Paris 
Nolan Schulz 
Case Winters 
Class: Guess 
All A’s 
Brady Hall 
Aiden Vasquez 
Anaiya Maraman 
Darren Curnel 
Bryza Curnel 
Miguel German 
Ethan Claybrooke 
All A's and B's 
Lilly Besaw 
Kendall Buell-Belt 
Faith Crotty 
Weston Gilkey 
Greysin Girdler 
Lyliah Householder 
Evelyn James 
Jayden McKnight 
CJ McLean 
Cella Russell 
James Thacker 

Presley Tyner 
Class: Scott 
All A's 
Crea Farmer 
Bryleigh Godwin 
Hunter McConnell 
Jagger Renfro 
Kooper Wagoner 
Nora Waters 
All A's and B's 
Lauren Boone 
Serenity Clifford 
Heaton Davis 
Lynleigh Hubbard 
Aleciayah Alvarez-Hudson 
Thomas Riley 
Novah Seets 
 
Class: Shewcraft 
All A's  
Dawson Curtis 
All A's and B's 
Grace Godwin 
Gage Mayers 
Tyler Sample 
Cade Collins 
Will Gass 
Karlie Hewitt 
Liam Hill 
Matthew Millikan 
Bennett Sunderland 
Colton Teeters  
Jensen Tinsley 
Natalie Travis 
 
 

3rd Grade 
Class: Cappello 
All As: 
Beckett Hunt 
Joe Marshall 
Easton Meade 
Koleson Tinsley 
All A's and B's 
Hayden Atwell 
Ryan Cummings 
Jack Davis 
Cooper Ellington 
Sadie Gobin 
Arrow Jent 
Quincy Louden 
Mia Rose 
Elizabeth Scott 
Tinley Smith 
Boone Tabor 
Addy Tinsley 
Chiles Trail 
Ella Tramble 
Hezikiah Warren 

Class: McKinney 
All A’s   
Asher Belt    
Grayson Congenie  
 Jemma O'Neal       
Ayden Oliver      
Cassius Sou-
vongkham       
Ivy Thacker      
Bryar Whittington 
All A's and B's 
Connor Buchanan    
Elizabeth Dunbar    
Felicity Galloway    
Easton Koon      
Blayze Moss     
Wayland Kern     
Kailea Mason 
 
Class: Stowe 
All A’s 
Anna Beth Black-
burn 
Chloe Cates 
All A's and B's 
Ari Connors 
Phoenix Dominy 
Avery Epley 
Leeland Rasdall 
Kiyah Rowley 
Class: Young 
All A’s  
Mckenzie Greenwell 
Jake Morse 
Maddie Muff 
Chase Winders 
All A's and B's 
Paezley Barnes 
Remi-Spurlin 
Belcher 
Drew Bryant 
Leighton Bumpus 
Toni Grace Cosby 
Brylee Curnel 
Raelynn Forsythe 
Hadlee Henager 
Annalese Maraman 
Joelle Russell 
Ella Rustin  
Hadley Sherer 
Wren Smith 
Carson Story 
Dagen Taylor 
Madison Winterrowd 
 

4th Grade 
Class: Boling 
All A's 
Blake Beck 

All A's and B's 
Mury Amaya 
Kayson Atwell 
Addison Borden 
Braylen Brown 
Lane Dismore 
Callie Godwin 
Chelsey Lynch 
Lucian McDowell 
Londyn Newcom 
Bennett Tabor 
Bryson Tidwell 
Josh Walker 
Class: Harris 
All A’s 
Nathan Travis 
All A's and B's 
Trace Belt 
Asher Blake 
Ava Crisp 
Abbagayle Fugere 
Gracie Freeman 
Jasely Guess 
Norrissa Manus 
Addison McElroy 
Davis Polk 
Grayson Prichett 
Harper Riley 
Aliyah Taylor 
Class: Parker 
All A’s  
Trinity Clifford 
All A's and B's 
Jo Adams 
Logan Alexander 
Ryker Bryant 
Liam Frederick 
Brilee Gardner 
Carson Hackney 
Macy Larue 
Reagan Stokes 
Class: Schoensiegel 
All A’s 
Adelyn Cosby 
Husdon Cummins 
All A's and B's 
Alexis Arnold 
Omar German 
Christian Peek 
Rylann Thomas  
 

5th Grade 
Class: Fraliex 
All A’s 
Adrial Nelson 
Waylon Wood 
All A's and B's 
Tate Cavanah 
Landyn Claybrooke 

Bryan Curnel 
Brooke Dahl 
John Dreihaupt 
Barret Greenwell 
Caleb Harris 
Brady Louden  
Landry Pollard 
Max Reedy 
Class: Jones 
All A's 
Nilony Russell  
All A's and B's 
Zavian Bell 
Cadie Buchanan 
Dakota Conner 
Xander Jones 
Jerrod Kirk 
Emma Knowlton 
Carly Mardis 
Fiona Miller 

Shayde Piper 
Gannon Taylor 
Makinnah Tramel 
Jase Wallace  
Class: Perez 
All A’s 
Catelynn Maddux 
Sam Morries 
Mattie Moss 
Wil Myers 
All A's and B's 
Ben Brantley 
Aaliyah Butts 
Cam Cornwell 
Graiclynn Curtis 
Callie Hildebrand 
EmmaShae Holland 
Melina Keller 
Aria Kinnis 
Elijah Manus 

Addie McMackin 
Ava Morrison 
Brooklyn Riley 
Luke Stokes 
Lukas Williams  
 
Class: Wheeler 
All A's 
Parker Brown 
Jaxon Courtright 
Kayleigh Duvall 
Conner Partee 
All A's and B's 
Phillip Barnes 
Bryce Dayberry 
Danielle Farmer 
Aria Ford 
Cutler Hunt 
Wyatt Maddux 
Kora Belle Penn 

Liam Schultz 
Paige Tinsley 
Class: Winders 
All A’s  
Knox Champion 
Russell Vince 
All A's and B's 
Addy Adamson 
Tia Belt 
Aiden Carroll 
Blaklie Green 
Elizabeth Greenwell 
Jared Rogers 
Kynslee Shepherd 
Jonah Waters 
Koltyn Woodall 
Griffin Wright 
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Council of Councils 
Crittenden County Middle School students Kinlee Wood and Dally Millikan compile 
a list of kindness initiatives used and suggested for their school during last week’s 
Council of Councils held at Rocket Arena during a board of education meeting. The 
Council of Councils is a collaborative program aimed at providing insight and guid-
ance for policymakers in the school district. 

Students 
Recognized 

Students of the 
month in Critenden 
County Schools for 
October are (from 
left) seventh grader 
Aaliyah Curnel, 
fourth-grader Kam-
dyn Matthews and 
second-grader Brady 
Hall. Not pictured are 
third grader Odin 
Nicholson and senior 
Kaymon Young. 

CRITTENDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HONOR ROLLS

STAFF REPORT 
Residents in Crittenden, Caldwell, 

Livingston, Lyon and Trigg counties are 
still waiting for the return of a certified 
recycling program. 

Crittenden County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom reports that delays con-
tinue in securing a provider. Initially, a 
tentative deal was being explored with 
a Houston-based company, but 
progress has been slow, prompting of-
ficials to pursue alternative options. 

“We’ll be issuing a Request for Pro-
posals (RFP) to gauge interest from 
other companies,” said Newcom. “We’ve 
started receiving calls from other in-
state providers who might be able to 
step in.”  

However, he cautioned that a restart 

remains “a ways off.” 
In the meantime, the Crittenden 

County Convenience Center continues 
to accept select recyclable materials, 
including aluminum cans, copper, 
steel, appliances and computers.  

Cardboard, plastic and paper recy-
cling is unavailable until a certified pro-
gram can be reestablished. 

Newcom hopes to expand the current 
five-county coalition, noting that some 
counties have already been hauling re-
cyclables as far as Clarksville and be-
yond Evansville.  

“The interest to expand our group is 
definitely there,” he added, “but until 
we secure a reliable provider, we’re at a 
standstill.” 

Regional recycling remains at standstill



VOLLEYBALL 

Porter is All State HM 

  Carly Porter 
was recognized 
by the Kentucky 
Volleyball 
Coaches Associ-
ation as an All 
State Honorable 
Mention per-
former. Porter led 
the team in kills 
and blocks this season and was also 
the Second Region Player of the Year. 
 
FOOTBALL 

Boone senior sendoff 

   Crittenden 
County graduate 
Tyler Boone was 
among senior foot-
ball players hon-
ored Saturday 
before the Murray 
State football team 
lost 59-31 to Missouri State. The Rac-
ers are 1-9 this season and will close 
out the season on the road at Ken-
tucky and SIU over the coming two 
weekends. 
 
BASKETBALL 

CCHS preseason hoops  
   Crittenden County’s Lady Rockets 
will have their first pre-season scrim-
mage at 10:30 a.m., Saturday in the 
Rise Up Panaroma at Madisonville 
against Edmonson County. The Rock-
ets will scrimmage at home on Satur-
day, Nov. 23. The team is hosting a 
multi-team event and CCHS will play 
Dawson Springs at 1:30 p.m., in the 
opener and Christian Fellowship at 
2:15 p.m.  
Reddick at Gulf Coast  
   Marion resident Jack Reddick, a 
freshman guard at Florida Gulf Coast 
University, played 11 minutes and had 
one assist in his team’s 67-51 loss Fri-
day at Texas Christian. Gulf Coast has 
opened its season with two straight 
road losses. Reddick and the Eagles 
are off until they play at Drake on Nov. 
16. The team will be in Cincinnati on 
Nov. 24. 
 

Guess scores 31 for Lindsey  
   After four games Crittenden County 
High School graduate Taylor Guess is 
averaging 18 points per game and 5 
rebounds for Lindsey Wilson’s 
women’s basketball team. She scored 
a career-high 31 points Monday as 
her Blue Raiders remained unde-
feated with a home win over Cincin-
nati Clermont at Columbia, Ky. Guess 
is the team’s starting forward and was 
CCHS’s career scoring leader. 
 

CCMS homecoming games 

   Crittenden County Middle School’s 
basketball homecoming game and 
coronation ceremony will be Thursday 
night at the middle school gym. The 
eighth-grade girls’ and boys’ teams will 
play a doubleheader with the boys 
playing Trigg and girls hosting Daw-
son Springs. Tipoff is at 5:30 p.m. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Deer Archery               Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Turkey Archery            Sept. 7 - Jan. 20 
Deer Crossbow          Sept. 21 - Jan. 20 
Raccoon                        Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Deer Rifle                     Nov. 9 - Nov. 24 
Turkey Crossbow         Nov. 9 - Dec. 31 
Rabbit                         Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Quail                           Nov. 11 - Feb. 10 
Raccoon Trapping      Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 
Woodcock                   Nov. 11 - Dec. 11 
Bobcat                        Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Squirrel Fall                Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Dove                            Nov. 28 - Dec. 8 
Duck                             Nov. 28 - Dec. 1 
Canada Goose           Nov. 28 - Feb. 15 
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Duck                             Dec. 7 - Jan. 31 
Turkey Shotgun                      Dec. 7-13 
Deer Muzzleloader               Dec. 14-22 
Dove                           Dec. 21 - Jan. 12 
Deer Youth Free                   Dec. 28-29 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 

 
1-800-CHK-GAME 

To Report Your Deer Harvest 
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Crittenden settles  
for 4-7 final mark 
 
STAFF REPORT 

OWENSBORO, Ky. – For the fifth time 
across the last 13 seasons, Crittenden 
County’s football playoff aspirations 
have come to an end in Owensboro. The 
Rockets lost Friday on the road 41-13 to 
Class 2A’s top-ranked Owensboro 
Catholic. 

The Catholics had scored twice just 
five plays into the game, courtesy in part 
to a Rocket fumble. The Aces stayed on 
the gas, posting 35 points in less than 
13 minutes following the opening whis-
tle – thanks, again, in part – to two more 
CCHS turnovers in the early going.  

Crittenden had been "clock'd" in the 
first minute of the second period.  

In a sense, the Aces’ fast start hurried 
the Rockets’ slow walk to the virtual gas 
chamber that has existed in playoff 
games at O’Cath over the team’s associ-
ation in Class 2A. When the running-
clock mercy rule kicked in, misery was 
mitigated to an extent.  

Crittenden was unable to gain any 
momentum at all, and the game was 
never close – a slight contrast to the 
Rockets’ first loss (51-0) at O’Cath six 
weeks ago when they were able to com-
pete for a time. 

One of few bright spots for CCHS was 
a 75-yard kickoff return by Caden 
Howard that put Crittenden in scoring 
position in the first quarter. Yet that 
chance was squandered when the Rock-
ets went four and out in the red zone. 

Senior Tyree McLean scored twice in 
the second half – on a pass from junior 
QB Quinn Summers and on a 1-yard 
run – to get CCHS on the scoreboard 
against O’Cath reserves. 

Crittenden entered the playoffs as a 
No. 4 seed in the regional post-season 
format after going winless in league play 
this season. Next fall, the district 
makeup will change a great deal. It will 
be a six-team league with newcomers 
Fort Campbell, Trigg County and Todd 
Central joining Crittenden, Mayfield and 
Caldwell County in the Class 2A First 
District. Murray High, a district foe in 
recent years, will be leaving the league 
as part of KHSAA’s reclassification.  

 

SCORE BY QUARTERS 
Crittenden County    0      0      6    7 
Owensboro Cath     27     8      6    0 
 
SCORING PLAYS 
OC-Xavier Maddox 13 pass from Brady Atwell (kick 
failed) 11:15, 1st 
OC-Deron Crowe 13 pass from Atwell (Andrew 
Garvin kick) 10:29, 1st 
OC-Miles Edge 10 pass from Atwell (Garvin kick) 
7:03, 1st 
OC-Edge 48 run (Garvin kick) 2:36, 1st 
OC-Edge 18 pass from Atwell (Waryn Eblhar pass 
from Atwell) 11;17, 2nd 
CC-Tyree McLean 6 pass from Quinn Summers (Adri 
Berry kick failed) 6:19, 3rd 
OC-Shaiden Mitchell 12 run (pass failed) 1:40, 3rd 
CC-McLean 1 run (Berry kick) 5:47, 4th. 
 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 11, OCHS 12 
Penalties: CCHS 3-15, OCHS 6-51 
Rushing: CCHS 12-11, OCHS 21-203 
Passing: CCHS 14-26-1, 170; OCHS 15-20-0, 197 
Total Yards: CCHS 181, OCHS 400 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 2-2, OCHS 2-1 
 

INDIVIDAUL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Brayden Mahnke 4-11, Trae Taylor 1-0, 
McLean 1-1, CamRon Belcher 1-8, Summers 5-(-9). 
OCHS: Mitchell 7-34, Crowe 1-4, Vince Carrico 3-15, 
Edge 2-60, Dremail Carothers 1-(-6), Carter James 
2-16, Atwell 5-74. 
Passing 
CCHS: Summers 14-26-1, 170. OCHS: Atwell 13-17-
0, 180; Carothers 2-3-0, 17. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Caden Howard 3-31, Brayden Poindexter 1-
24, McLean 4-45, Belcher 4-44, Taylor 1-10, Mahnke 
1-16. OCHS: Maddox 2-51, Crowe 1-13, Ebhlar 3-32, 
Carrico 1-17, Edge 2-28, Cameron Woodward 1-9, 
Noah O'Nan 2-18, Russ Boarman 1-12, Carter 
James 2-27. 
Defense 
CamRon Belcher solo, assist; Landon Curry 3 as-
sists; Blake French 3 solos; Brayden Mahnke 6 solos, 
assist, TFL, fumble recovery; Tyree McLean 2 solos; 
Michael Porter solo; Kaiden Travis solo, TFL; Braydin 
Brandsasse 2 solos, assist; Caden Howard solo; 
Brayden Poindexter 5 solos; Trae Taylor 2 solos, as-
sist; Noah Byford 3 solos, assist; Gaige Markham 
solo, assist; Eli Lovell solo, assist.  
Records: Crittenden 4-7, Owensboro Catholic 11-0

Rockets wiped out in playoff opener

Rocket offensive coordinator Austin Berry sends in a play with QB Quinn Summers 
and receiver Noah Byford (9) as graduate assistant coach Travis Blazina listens in.

 
 

Middle School 
Cheerleaders 

Crittenden County Middle 
School cheerleaders 
(seated from left) are 
Raylin Curnel, Kailee 
Atwell, Hadley Peak, Adi-
lynn Curtis, (standing from 
left) Kat East, Charlie 
Rogers, Gracie Muff, Bella 
Cornwell, Callie Robinson, 
Ally Smith and Kate Epley.

Slow start to rifle 
deer hunting here 

 
Warm weather, a washout on Sun-

day and an overall downward trend in 
opening weekend harvests over the 
past few years are among likely cul-
prits to a slow start for the 2024 mod-
ern firearm whitetail season in 
Crittenden County. 

Hunters in Crittenden County got 
out of the chute very sluggishly last 
weekend. The opening two days of 
season typically net about 650 deer or 
more, but hunters only bagged 465 
with 323 deer taken on opening day. 
Those figures are even worse than last 
fall when Crittenden County hunters 
bagged 527 opening weekend, which 
included 345 taken on the season’s 
first day. 

Only a few years ago, Crittenden 
customarily checked around 900 deer 
on an opening weekend of rifle hunt-
ing and was among the top two or 
three counties in Kentucky for harvest 
totals. Now, Crittenden is 15th with 
1,013 deer taken during all fall sea-
sons.

KHSAA PLAYOFFS 
This week’s high school football matchups 
Class 5A 
Bowling Green (9-2) at Owensboro (8-3) 
Graves County (9-2) at South Warren (10-1) 
Moore (7-4) at Atherton (9-2) 
North Bullitt (6-5) at Grayson County (9-2) 
Highlands (9-2) at Woodford County (10-1) 
Scott County (6-5) at Cooper (11-0) 
North Laurel (5-6) at Southwestern (6-5) 
Madison Southern (5-6) at Pulaski County (7-4) 
Class 4A 
John Hardin (9-2) at Paducah Tilghman (11-0) 
Allen County-Scottsville (9-2) at Bardstown (8-3) 
North Oldham (9-2) at DeSales (8-3) 
Spencer County (8-3) at Franklin County (10-0) 
Johnson Cent. (8-3) at Covington Catholic (9-2) 
Mason County (8-3) at Ashland Blazer (10-1) 
Letcher Central (6-5) at Boyle County (11-0) 
Wayne County (8-3) at Corbin (10-1) 
Class 3A 
Adair County (10-1) at Union County (9-2) 
Franklin-Simpson (6-5) at Hart County (11-0) 
Garrard County (8-3) at Central (8-3) 
Christian Academy (8-3) at Mercer County (7-4) 
East Carter (7-4) at Lexington Catholic (5-6) 
Lloyd Memorial (9-2) at Russell (8-3) 
Lawrence County (8-3) at Bell County (10-1) 
Rockcastle County (10-1) at Belfry (9-2) 
Class 2A 
Caldwell County (5-6) at Mayfield (8-2) 
Murray (8-3) at Owensboro Catholic (11-0) 
Washington County (8-3) at Monroe County (6-5) 
DuBois (5-6) at Lexington Christian (9-2) 
Breathitt County (6-5) at Beechwood (10-1) 
Bracken County (9-2) at Somerset (7-4) 
Betsy Layne (9-2) at Prestonsburg (10-1) 
Martin County (8-3) at Shelby Valley (5-6) 
Class A 
Campbellsville (9-2) at Russellville (6-5) 
Holy Cross (6-5) at Kentucky Country Day (8-2) 
Bishop Brossart (9-2) at Newport Catholic (8-3) 
Newport (8-2) at Ludlow (8-3) 
Paris (7-4) at Sayre (11-0) 
Eminence (6-4) at Raceland (7-4) 
Hazard (7-4) at Williamsburg (8-1) 
Paintsville (4-7) at Pikeville (6-5)

Maddie Hearell, 14, took this 11-point buck 
on the family farm in Crittenden County 
Saturday afternoon. 

Georgia Holeman, 16, bagged this 10-point 
buck Saturday morning while hunting with 
her father in Crittenden County.



BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

With tennis shoes on 
her feet and white hair 
sprayed perfectly in place 
from a recent trip to the 
beauty shop, Angela 
Tosh jumps up from her 
comfortable chair in the 
living room. She is re-
markably spry, has a 
mind like a steel trap, 
and defies public percep-
tion of someone about to 
celebrate her 100th 
birthday on Nov. 20. 

“I don’t know how I’m 
supposed to feel,” she 
said. “Sometimes I feel 
pretty old, but other 
times I feel pretty good. 

“I don’t feel like I think 
I should at 100.” 

Tosh walks with ease, 
only keeping a walker 
nearby during the night. 
She still drives into Mar-
ion weekly to get her hair 
done and backs her car 
into her carport when 
she returns home. She 
lives alone, sees well, and 
hears pretty good with 
her cenutry-old ears, 
aided by hearing aids. 

She has had a pace-
maker for about four 
years, but otherwise has 
always been in good 
health. 

Her daughter Cathy 
admits her mom gets 
around better than she 
does and has a keen 
sense of direction when 
they visit doctors in 
Evansville. 

Walking every day for 
40 years for exercise is 
the main reason Tosh be-
lieves she’s maintained 
good health. 

She loves to read, par-
ticularly a series of fic-
tional books based on 
Amish culture, and gets 
annoyed by repeat calls 
from companies trying to 
sell her Medicaid insur-
ance. 

Her mind’s rearview 
mirror holds images from 
The Great Depression, 
the 1937 Flood, World 
War II, raising children in 
the 1950s, and a happy 
life with her husband, in-
cluding the excitement of 
their first television, 
which she thought was 
“extraordinary.” 

“People don’t have time 
to live anymore; they’ve 
just got to be working all 
the time – it’s work, 
work, work; you never 
get through. 

“In the summertime es-
pecially, people used to 
finish their day’s work 
and maybe go see a 
neighbor, visit with a 
neighbor. Do you ever 
hear of that anymore? 
We used to visit our 
neighbors like that.” 

One of the social activ-
ities among her eastern 
Crittenden County farm-
ing neighbors was an-
nual hog “killins” – 
definitely pronounced 
"killins." 

“We would all get to-
gether with the Gaha-
gans and Brantleys so we 
could help each other,” 
she recalls. “The men 
and women both. We 
would grind sausage and 
sugar-cure hams.” 

The most memorable 
event in her lifetime was 
the 1937 Flood, when 
western Kentucky re-
ceived 18 inches of rain 
in 16 days, destroying 
houses and businesses 
in her hometown of 
Blackford, once bustling 
with banks, groceries, 
hardware, drug stores 
and restaurants. 

“If you saw that, you 
saw something,” Tosh 
said, recalling her family 
packing all of their be-
longings onto a barge 
and floating out over the 
swollen Tradewater River 
in search of higher 
ground. 

“I was 12 or 13, and we 
were living in the school, 
but we couldn’t keep the 
water out of the furnace 
in the basement,” she 
said. Her father, Otto 
Morgan, a carpenter, re-
located his family to a 
home he was building 
across a big hill from 
Blackford on what is now 
Blackford Church Road. 
The family never re-

turned to Blackford. 
There were other times 

during high water when 
her dad used a hand-
made boat to shuttle her 
across floodwaters so she 
could walk to U.S. 60 
and catch the school bus 
to high school in Mat-
toon. She attended 
school in Blackford 
through eighth grade and 
Mattoon through 12th 
grade. 

That might seem like 
hard times for her, but 
she said her parents had 
it worse. 

She recalls her father’s 
long days working on the 
construction of Dam 50 
and Kentucky Dam. 

“He had a car he had to 
drain the water out of 
every night so it wouldn’t 
freeze, and fill it up the 
next day before he could 
drive to work,” she said. 
“People talk about hard 
times now, but they don’t 
know anything about 
hard times. They have it 
easy. I had it easy com-
pared to what my mother 
and daddy had.” 

If she could go back to 
any period of her life, it 
would be to the 1950s, 
when her daughters 
Cathy and Janie were 
young. She also wouldn’t 
mind going back to her 
teenage years – a time 
she was sheltered by her 
mother, Amby Morgan. 

“My mother wouldn’t 
let me go anywhere, but 
eventually I did get to go 
with my brothers,” she 
said. 

She went to church 
with her future husband, 
Glenn Tosh, who was 
friends with her brothers. 
As a teenager, she would 
tag along to “picture 
shows” in Marion or 
Sturgis. 

“That’s how we heard 
about the war,” she says, 
speaking of World War II. 

During their engage-
ment, Glenn Tosh spent 
a year serving in World 
War II. He was dis-
charged to care for his 
ailing father. 

“People said, ‘Glenn is 
quite a bit older than 
you. He is nine years 
older,’” she recalls. “I 
don’t know how we could 
have gotten along any 
better, so it worked out,” 
she said. 

The couple married in 
1943. Daughter Cathy 
was born in 1945 and 

Janie in 1950 at the old 
Crittenden County Hos-
pital on Walker Street. 

She only worked out-
side the home for eight 
years at the pants factory 
in Sturgis. Otherwise, 
she canned vegetables 
from a large garden, 
helped her husband on 
their farm by driving the 
tractor during hay-haul-
ing season, and sup-
ported him in his auction 
business. 

“He was the only auc-
tioneer in Crittenden 
County,” she recalls. 

Glenn Tosh loved poli-
tics, evidenced by his 

public service as a mag-
istrate, hospital and 
school board member, 
election worker and Crit-
tenden County Farm Bu-
reau board member. 

She learned to drive 
when she was 18 so she 
could take her mother to 
Evansville to visit her fa-
ther in the hospital after 
a serious fall on a job 
site. 

Tosh’s birthday cele-
bration will begin at 2 
p.m., Sunday at Repton 
Baptist Church. Cards 
may be mailed to Tosh at 
11691 US 60 E., Sturgis, 
KY 42459.
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Get The Press on Your Phone!
Isn’t Technology Amazing? 

Stop waiting on the mail 
PRINT SUBSCRIBERS CAN CONVERT AND SAVE $

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Saturday, December 7th @ 10 AM
AUCTION HELD AT:AUCTION HELD AT:  
TAKING CONSIGNMENTSTAKING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!NOW!

MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER

PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374

harrisauctions.com

Call us today, and we’ll visit you to gather photos and descriptions.
NO TIRES & NO JUNK WILL BE ACCEPTED!

Bring your equipment Wed. Dec 4, Thurs. Dec 5, & Friday Dec 6.

100 is not too bad, says Angela Tosh

Angela Tosh would go back to the 1950s if she could.

STAFF REPORT 
At age 99, Betty Edwards isn’t one to 

let a little mix-up keep her from voting. 
But on Nov. 5, when she arrived at her 
usual polling place at Deer Creek 
Church near 
Sheridan, Ed-
wards was sur-
prised to learn 
that, according to 
state records, she 
was no longer 
among the living. 

“I was beginning 
to think I wasn’t 
going to get to 
vote at all,” Ed-
wards said with a 
laugh. “But they 
finally worked it 
out so I could.” 

Edwards, who grew up near Tolu and 
has voted at Deer Creek since moving 
back to Crittenden County in 2020, 
had no issues voting in the 2020 gen-
eral election. However, this year, elec-
tion officials could not find her in the 
system. Her son, Thomas Edwards, 
who accompanied her, explained that it 
took two forms and a call to Frankfort 
to finally get her voting record sorted 
out. They spent over an hour at the 
polling station. 

“It was kind of funny,” Thomas said. 
“Their records showed ‘deceased,’ and 
she was standing right there.” 

County Clerk Daryl Tabor said the 
mix-up likely resulted from a recent 

large-scale purge of voter rolls by the 
Kentucky State Board of Elections, 
which uses data from vital statistics to 
remove deceased voters.  

“I have a feeling that’s when she got 
removed from the rolls,” Tabor said. 
“We certainly regret any inconvenience, 
but I’m just grateful she wasn’t upset.” 

Throughout the process, Edwards re-
mained patient and gracious, individu-
ally thanking the Deer Creek poll 
workers, including Mandi Shuecraft 
and Robin Curnel, who helped set her 
up on an ADA-accessible machine and 
enlarged the type for easier reading. 

Betty’s story is one of persistence. 
Originally from a farm on KY 135 east 
of Tolu, she has seen a lot in her 99 
years. At 21, she ventured to New Mex-
ico, where she met her husband, who 
was stationed at Fort Sumner. Reflect-
ing on her family, she shared that her 
mother lived to be 92 and her brother 
to 94, while her father passed away in 
his early 60s from cancer. Her maiden 
name was Bracey. 

“I will be 100 May 9, if I live that 
long,” she said with a chuckle. “They 
probably thought I’m not still here, so 
they just marked me off. It was an ex-
perience, but it was okay.” 

The election, a week ago Tuesday, 
saw 4,104 voters cast ballots in Crit-
tenden County, just shy of a record. 
Tabor said more people actually voted 
here in 2020, but the percentage was 
about the same as this year because 
the purge left fewer on the rolls.

Kentucky voting system 
had 99-year-old Crittenden 
woman on ‘deceased’ list

Edwards
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With tennis shoes on 
her feet and white hair 
sprayed perfectly in place 
from a recent trip to the 
beauty shop, Angela 
Tosh jumps up from her 
comfortable chair in the 
living room. She is re-
markably spry, has a 
mind like a steel trap, 
and defies public percep-
tion of someone about to 
celebrate her 100th 
birthday on Nov. 20. 

“I don’t know how I’m 
supposed to feel,” she 
said. “Sometimes I feel 
pretty old, but other 
times I feel pretty good. 

“I don’t feel like I think 
I should at 100.” 

Tosh walks with ease, 
only keeping a walker 
nearby during the night. 
She still drives into Mar-
ion weekly to get her hair 
done and backs her car 
into her carport when 
she returns home. She 
lives alone, sees well, and 
hears pretty good with 
her cenutry-old ears, 
aided by hearing aids. 

She has had a pace-
maker for about four 
years, but otherwise has 
always been in good 
health. 

Her daughter Cathy 
admits her mom gets 
around better than she 
does and has a keen 
sense of direction when 
they visit doctors in 
Evansville. 

Walking every day for 
40 years for exercise is 
the main reason Tosh be-
lieves she’s maintained 
good health. 

She loves to read, par-
ticularly a series of fic-
tional books based on 
Amish culture, and gets 
annoyed by repeat calls 
from companies trying to 
sell her Medicaid insur-
ance. 

Her mind’s rearview 
mirror holds images from 
The Great Depression, 
the 1937 Flood, World 
War II, raising children in 
the 1950s, and a happy 
life with her husband, in-
cluding the excitement of 
their first television, 
which she thought was 
“extraordinary.” 

“People don’t have time 
to live anymore; they’ve 
just got to be working all 
the time – it’s work, 
work, work; you never 
get through. 

“In the summertime es-
pecially, people used to 
finish their day’s work 
and maybe go see a 
neighbor, visit with a 
neighbor. Do you ever 
hear of that anymore? 
We used to visit our 
neighbors like that.” 

One of the social activ-
ities among her eastern 
Crittenden County farm-
ing neighbors was an-
nual hog “killins” – 
definitely pronounced 
"killins." 

“We would all get to-
gether with the Gaha-
gans and Brantleys so we 
could help each other,” 
she recalls. “The men 
and women both. We 
would grind sausage and 
sugar-cure hams.” 

The most memorable 
event in her lifetime was 
the 1937 Flood, when 
western Kentucky re-
ceived 18 inches of rain 
in 16 days, destroying 
houses and businesses 
in her hometown of 
Blackford, once bustling 
with banks, groceries, 
hardware, drug stores 
and restaurants. 

“If you saw that, you 
saw something,” Tosh 
said, recalling her family 
packing all of their be-
longings onto a barge 
and floating out over the 
swollen Tradewater River 
in search of higher 
ground. 

“I was 12 or 13, and we 
were living in the school, 
but we couldn’t keep the 
water out of the furnace 
in the basement,” she 
said. Her father, Otto 
Morgan, a carpenter, re-
located his family to a 
home he was building 
across a big hill from 
Blackford on what is now 
Blackford Church Road. 
The family never re-

turned to Blackford. 
There were other times 

during high water when 
her dad used a hand-
made boat to shuttle her 
across floodwaters so she 
could walk to U.S. 60 
and catch the school bus 
to high school in Mat-
toon. She attended 
school in Blackford 
through eighth grade and 
Mattoon through 12th 
grade. 

That might seem like 
hard times for her, but 
she said her parents had 
it worse. 

She recalls her father’s 
long days working on the 
construction of Dam 50 
and Kentucky Dam. 

“He had a car he had to 
drain the water out of 
every night so it wouldn’t 
freeze, and fill it up the 
next day before he could 
drive to work,” she said. 
“People talk about hard 
times now, but they don’t 
know anything about 
hard times. They have it 
easy. I had it easy com-
pared to what my mother 
and daddy had.” 

If she could go back to 
any period of her life, it 
would be to the 1950s, 
when her daughters 
Cathy and Janie were 
young. She also wouldn’t 
mind going back to her 
teenage years – a time 
she was sheltered by her 
mother, Amby Morgan. 

“My mother wouldn’t 
let me go anywhere, but 
eventually I did get to go 
with my brothers,” she 
said. 

She went to church 
with her future husband, 
Glenn Tosh, who was 
friends with her brothers. 
As a teenager, she would 
tag along to “picture 
shows” in Marion or 
Sturgis. 

“That’s how we heard 
about the war,” she says, 
speaking of World War II. 

During their engage-
ment, Glenn Tosh spent 
a year serving in World 
War II. He was dis-
charged to care for his 
ailing father. 

“People said, ‘Glenn is 
quite a bit older than 
you. He is nine years 
older,’” she recalls. “I 
don’t know how we could 
have gotten along any 
better, so it worked out,” 
she said. 

The couple married in 
1943. Daughter Cathy 
was born in 1945 and 

Janie in 1950 at the old 
Crittenden County Hos-
pital on Walker Street. 

She only worked out-
side the home for eight 
years at the pants factory 
in Sturgis. Otherwise, 
she canned vegetables 
from a large garden, 
helped her husband on 
their farm by driving the 
tractor during hay-haul-
ing season, and sup-
ported him in his auction 
business. 

“He was the only auc-
tioneer in Crittenden 
County,” she recalls. 

Glenn Tosh loved poli-
tics, evidenced by his 

public service as a mag-
istrate, hospital and 
school board member, 
election worker and Crit-
tenden County Farm Bu-
reau board member. 

She learned to drive 
when she was 18 so she 
could take her mother to 
Evansville to visit her fa-
ther in the hospital after 
a serious fall on a job 
site. 

Tosh’s birthday cele-
bration will begin at 2 
p.m., Sunday at Repton 
Baptist Church. Cards 
may be mailed to Tosh at 
11691 US 60 E., Sturgis, 
KY 42459.
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100 is not too bad, says Angela Tosh

Angela Tosh would go back to the 1950s if she could.

STAFF REPORT 
At age 99, Betty Edwards isn’t one to 

let a little mix-up keep her from voting. 
But on Nov. 5, when she arrived at her 
usual polling place at Deer Creek 
Church near 
Sheridan, Ed-
wards was sur-
prised to learn 
that, according to 
state records, she 
was no longer 
among the living. 

“I was beginning 
to think I wasn’t 
going to get to 
vote at all,” Ed-
wards said with a 
laugh. “But they 
finally worked it 
out so I could.” 

Edwards, who grew up near Tolu and 
has voted at Deer Creek since moving 
back to Crittenden County in 2020, 
had no issues voting in the 2020 gen-
eral election. However, this year, elec-
tion officials could not find her in the 
system. Her son, Thomas Edwards, 
who accompanied her, explained that it 
took two forms and a call to Frankfort 
to finally get her voting record sorted 
out. They spent over an hour at the 
polling station. 

“It was kind of funny,” Thomas said. 
“Their records showed ‘deceased,’ and 
she was standing right there.” 

County Clerk Daryl Tabor said the 
mix-up likely resulted from a recent 

large-scale purge of voter rolls by the 
Kentucky State Board of Elections, 
which uses data from vital statistics to 
remove deceased voters.  

“I have a feeling that’s when she got 
removed from the rolls,” Tabor said. 
“We certainly regret any inconvenience, 
but I’m just grateful she wasn’t upset.” 

Throughout the process, Edwards re-
mained patient and gracious, individu-
ally thanking the Deer Creek poll 
workers, including Mandi Shuecraft 
and Robin Curnel, who helped set her 
up on an ADA-accessible machine and 
enlarged the type for easier reading. 

Betty’s story is one of persistence. 
Originally from a farm on KY 135 east 
of Tolu, she has seen a lot in her 99 
years. At 21, she ventured to New Mex-
ico, where she met her husband, who 
was stationed at Fort Sumner. Reflect-
ing on her family, she shared that her 
mother lived to be 92 and her brother 
to 94, while her father passed away in 
his early 60s from cancer. Her maiden 
name was Bracey. 

“I will be 100 May 9, if I live that 
long,” she said with a chuckle. “They 
probably thought I’m not still here, so 
they just marked me off. It was an ex-
perience, but it was okay.” 

The election, a week ago Tuesday, 
saw 4,104 voters cast ballots in Crit-
tenden County, just shy of a record. 
Tabor said more people actually voted 
here in 2020, but the percentage was 
about the same as this year because 
the purge left fewer on the rolls.

Kentucky voting system 
had 99-year-old Crittenden 
woman on ‘deceased’ list

Edwards
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